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How Long Should My  
Freshwater Rod Be?
Short rods, which are around 6 feet or less, are 
ideal if  you plan on making short, accurate casts. 
However, if  pinpoint accuracy really isn’t needed, 
you should go with a long rod that’s over 7 feet. 
Muddy water and heavy cover are two scenarios 
where a shorter rod can really shine. The chart 
(courtesy of  sportfishingbuddy.com) shown below 
provides guidelines about the line and rod weights 
you need, which are also helpful when you go to 
pick out your fishing rod and line. 

Fishing Rod Weight Char t
Rod Weight Line Weight Recommended 

species &  
application

Medium 6 - 12 lb test Bass, walleye, pike, 
lake trout

Medium Heavy 8 - 14 lb test Salmon, pike, 
catfish (casting)

Heavy 15 - 25 lb test Muskie, pike, 
salmon (trolling)

Extra Heavy 25 lb test and more Heavy casting for 
bass with over-
sized baits or rigs

When is the Best Time  
to Freshwater Fish?
The time of  day and the season can determine 
whether you are going to reel in fish by the dozens 
or sit on a bank or in a boat and twiddle your 
thumbs. Here are some guidelines to go by for the 
best success:

•	 In the summertime, prime times to catch fish are 	
	 early morning and late evening.

•	 In the fall and spring, the best time to fish is 	
	 around dusk.

•	 Cold fronts can limit your chances of  making a  
	 catch, along with heavy rain. However, catfish  
	 are the exception to the heavy rain rule since it  
	 can make them active, hungry and more likely  
	 to feed. 
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